
 DUARTE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT                           
CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2015 7:00 P.M. 
DISTRICT OFFICE 

 
Regular Meeting: Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Jim Bauler. 
 
Committee Members  Steve Hernandez, Jason Golding, Lisa Magno-Marino, and Theresa Perez 
Present:    
 
Arrived After Mtg. Manoj Patel, Dan Yrigoyan and Deborah Vincent 
Was Called to Order: 
 
Staff Present:   Jim Bauler (Asst. Supt.), Brad Patterson (Chief Facilities Officer), Jerry 

Skaff (Construction Project Manager), Grace Reyes (Secretary/Minutes) 
 
Presenters/Visitors: David Casnocha, Bond Counsel (Stradling, Yocca, Carlson and Rauth) 

Cheryl Taylor (Visitor)  
 
Opening Comments:  Jim Bauler, Asst. Superintendent (Business Svcs.) welcomed everyone and 
   introduced Ms. Theresa Perez as the newly appointed Committee  
   Member.  Ms. Perez shared her background and experience and                                         
   expressed how she looked forward to being part of the COC.  
    
Action Items:  Approval of Minutes from the January 26, 2015 meeting. 
   Motion: Steve Hernandez Second:  Jason Golding 
 
David Casnocha  Mr. Casnocha provided a very comprehensive overview of the bylaws 
(Bond Counsel): which included the following: 

 The State defines the role of the Committee. 
 The Committee’s role is to oversee that bond funds are being 

used as intended by the ballot language. 
 Keep the community informed of projects and how funds are 

being spent. 
 Reminder that the Committee is dictated by the Brown Act which 

means that there must be an agenda, public meetings only, all 
communications regarding committee business must take place 
during the meeting and not through e-mails/phone calls among 
committee members. 

 Committee can express their view to the Board through the Chair.  
The Board does not need to act on the committee’s 
recommendations. 

 Committee does not need to complete tax form 700 since they 
are only an oversight committee and not an advisory one. 

 Committee minutes should be very broad.   
 

   During the discussion S. Hernandez mentioned that D. Vincent was not a  
   resident of Duarte and whether that was a requirement to serve on the  



   Committee.  Mr. Casnocha informed him that residency was not a   
   requirement.  D. Vincent then stated that her son will be graduating in  
   June and announced her resignation from the Committee.  She thanked  
   everyone and expressed that it had been a great experience serving on  
   the COC. 
 
   S. Hernandez also mentioned that there were concerns among some  
   citizens regarding the use of technology funds to install an elevator in the 
   newly built press box at the at Duarte High School stadium.  Mr.   
   Casnocha informed everyone that the bond money could be used for  
   any projects that fall within the parameters of the ballot language (e.g. an 
   elevator) and does not need to be pre-designated to be used for specific  
   projects. 
 
   Mr. Casnocha also addressed some of the concerns regarding   
   constructing a new gymnasium at Duarte High School.  He pointed out  
   various places  within the bond language which states that bond funds  
   could be used to update existing buildings or construct a new structure.   
   Also, bond funds can be used for new construction if it is determined to  
   be more cost effective than to upgrade an existing building which is the  
   situation with the existing gymnasium. 
 
   In conclusion, Mr. Casnocha confirmed that it was appropriate to use   
   bond funds for the construction of a new gymnasium. 
 
   The Committee recommended Mr. Casnocha review previous minutes  
   and provide feedback to District staff. 
 
Member Term              J. Bauler informed the Committee that the School Board voted to amend 
Dates:   the term limits in the bylaws (Sec. 5.4), per Ed. Code.  Members may now  
   serve three consecutive two year terms instead of two consecutive two  
   year terms. 
  
   J. Bauler reminded the Committee that terms would be expiring soon for  
   M. Patel, D. Yrigoyen and S. Hernandez.  Those members were asked to  
   send J. Bauler an e-mail by April 24 stating their intent whether or not to  
   remain on the Committee. 
    
Project Updates: B. Patterson provided a very comprehensive PowerPoint presentation for 

the Committee on projects funded using Measure E funds.   
 
 Following the presentation there was some discussion regarding future 

projects, particularly regarding Andres Duarte Elementary School.  Mr. 
Patterson informed the Committee that Board determines the priority of 
the projects and that there are future projects being discussed.  Also 
another question was if there would be funds left for other projects after 
the construction of the Duarte High School Gymnasium.  Mr. Patterson 
informed the Committee that so far less than half of the Measure E funds 
have been utilized.  



 
 Committee members asked for information regarding the scope of work 

and cost to upgrade the existing gymnasium.  Mr. Patterson will provide 
the information at the next COC meeting in July. 

 
 During discussion of the presentation, M. Patel mentioned that the 

Committee needs to do a better job informing the community.  One of 
the suggestions was partnering with DCTV to reach out to the community 
regarding the Bond also ensure that the website is consistently updated 
and utilized to inform the community.  This will be discussed further at 
the next meeting. 

 
Financial Report Mr. Bauler presented the Construction Project Status Report  
Update:                         to the Committee.   
 

 
Visitor’s Comments: Ms. Cheryl Taylor addressed the Committee and expressed concerns 

regarding lack of communication and suggestions for the District website 
to better inform the citizens about Bond activity. 

 
  
Next Meeting: July 13, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m. at the Performing Arts Center. 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  


